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TENTATIVE PROPOSAL

FROM LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Dated February 8,

1972

These proposals are not in final language, but reflect

at most points the present consensus of opinion of a majority
of the Legislative Committee members.

They are presented

here in this form so that the Committee may receive the
reactions of other Convention delegates and of

citizens to the propositions set forth.

The Legislative Committee is composed of:
Magnus Aasheim, Chairman
Jerome Loendorf, Vice-chairman

Grace Bates
Daphne Bugbee

Jerome Cate
George Harper

Torrey Johnson
Robert Kelleher

John Leuthold
Richard Nutting

Arlyne Reichert
Mae Nan Robinson
Miles Romney

Carman Skari

interested

THE LEGISLATURE

’

jicumer.-.i Al tea net .

Unicameral Alternative
Section 1.

Power.

in

The legislative power of the state

The legislative power o_

is vested in the legislative assembly,

is vested in the legislative

consisting of one chamber whose

assembly consisting of ?• sent

members are designated senators.

and a house of representativ*

The people reserve to themselves the power of

initiative and referendum.
Section 2.

S.i?e.

The number of senators shall be

The number of members of the

determined as prescribed by law, but

legislature shall be prescri

there shall be no less than seventy

by law but the senate shal1 con

five

sist of not more than forty \-

(75) and no more than one

hundred

)

nor less than thirty (30) and

(100) members.

the house of not more than eighty

(80) nor less than sixty
Section 3.

(60', .

Election and terms of Kambers.

Senatorial elections shall be held

Members of the house of representa

in even numbered years.

tives shall be elected for a term

Senators

shall be elected by qualified voters

of 2 years and senators for a

of the state to serve for four years.

of 4 years.

One-half

(1/2) of the senators shall

be elected every two years.

The

One-half (1/2)

,

of th-.-

senators shall be elected every
two years.

The term of the members

senators’ terns shall begin the next

shall begin the next day aft* r

day after the certification of their

the certification of their elect? >:

election unless otherwise provided

unless otherwise provided by 1 w.

by law.
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Qualifications.

Section 4.

Legislators shall be qualified voters and residents

of the state for at least one year and six months in

the district preceding election.
Section 5.

(1)

Compensation.

Each member of the legislature shall receive an

annual salary and such allowances as may be prescribed

by law; provided that no legislative assembly shall fix
its own compensation.

(2)

A salary commission shall

be created by the legislature, to recommend legislators'
compensation.

Section 6.

Sessions.

The legislature shall be a continuous body for two
year periods beginning on the date members take office;

and any business, bill, or resolution pending at first
adjournment of a session shall carry over with the same

status to any further session of the legislature during

said two year period.

The legislature shall meet in

regular sessions as provided by law.

It may be convened

in special sessions by the governor or, at the written

request of a majority of the members.

Section 7,

Vacancies.

A vacancy in the legislature shall be filled for the

unexpired term as provided by law.
Section 8.

Immunity.

The members of the legislature shall, in all cases,
except felony and breach of the peace, be privileged
-2-
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from arrest during their attendance at the sessions
of the legislature, and in going to ana returning

from the same; and for any speech or debate in the
legislature, they shall not be questioned in eny
other place.

Section 9.
(1)

Conflict of Interest.

A code of ethics for all elected officials and

employees of the state and its subdivisions prohibiting
conflict between pubxic duty and private interests shall

be prescribed by law.
(2)

(3)

No senator shall, during the time for which he was

elected, be appointed to any civil office under the

authority of the state of Montana, which shall have been

created, or the compensation thereof shall have been
increased, during such time.

Section 10.
Organization and Procedure.
(1)
Each house shall judge the election and qualifications
of its members and may by law vest in the courts the

trial and determination of contested elections of members.

It shall choose its officers from among its members, make
rules for its proceedings, may expel or punish a member
-3-
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with the concurrence of 2/3 of all its members, and
keep a journal of its proceedings.

(2)

A majority of the membership of the legislature

constitutes a quorum to do business, but a smaller

number may adjourn from day to day and may compel

attendance of absent members.
(3)

All proceedings of the legislature, including

committee meetings, shall be open to the public.
(4)

Adequate public notice of committee hearings

must be given.

(5)

The legislature may establish interim committees

which may meet and exercise all legislative authority

delegated to them.

Section 11. Bills.
(1)

No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill

shall be so altered oi amended on its passage through

the legislature as to change its original purpose.
(2)

Any vote which changes the status of a bill must

be recorded.
(3)

No bill shall become a law except by a majority

vote of all the members present.

(4,

No bill, except general appropriation bills, and

bills for the codification and general revision of the
laws, shall be passed containing more than one subject.

A failure to comply with this provision shall not be
subject to judicial review one
of the act.

(1) year after publication

Bills for appropriations shall be confined

to appropriations.
-4-
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(5)

Bicameral Alt -ri at

lx

Article 5, section 35, of the present constitution

will be considered in conjunction witn the Education
and Bill of Rights Committees.

Section 12.

Special ana Local

?g.. slat io i

The legislature shall pass no special or local act

when a general act is, or can be made, applicable.

(1)

All bills passed by the legislature shall be

submitted to the governor who must sign oi' veto evei / bi.l. .

(2)

The governor may, by veto, strike or reduce sterns in

appropriation bills.

He shall return any vetoed bill,

with a statement of his objections, to the legislature.
(3)

Upon receipt of a veto message, the legislature

shall reconsider passage of the vetoed bill or item.
Vetoed bills become law by affirmative veto oi two-thirds
of the membership of the legislature.

(4)

A bill becomes low i f the governor neither signs

nor vetoes it within 5 days after its delivery to him
by the leaislature if thr- lart-iciai-nrc.
SECTION 13.
3.

. eccinn. or

VETO

Upon receipt of a veto message, the legislature shall reconsider

passage of the vetoed bill or item.

The legislature may amend a bill

to eliminate objections of the governor and return the bill to the

governor for reconsideration * or by an affirmative vote of two-thirds
p UU-tX, \

'-4 '(Tri I'll1.

,

of the membership of^1 lahji 1 ci;i/'override the veto and the bill
shall become law.
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Article 5, section 35, of the present constitution
>
will be considered in conjunction witn the Education

(5)

and Bill of Rights Committees.

Section 12.

Special and Local Legislat Lon.

The legislature shall pass no special or local act

when a general act is, or can be made, applicable.
Section 13.
(1)

Veto

All bills passed by the legislature shall be

submitted to the governor who must sign or veto ever/ bi

(2)

The governor may, by veto, strike or rec?, co . ,u.. , in

appropriation bills.

He shall return any vetoed bill,

with a statement of his objections, to the legislature.
(3)

Upon receipt of a veto message, the legislature

shall reconsider passage of the vetoed bill or it-, .r

Ve iced bills become law by affirmative vote of two-thirds
of the membership of the legislature.
(4)

A bill becomes law if the governor neither signs

nor vetoes it within 5 days after its delivery to him

by the legislature if the legislature is in session, or
within 15 days if the legislature is adjourned.

(5}

If the legislature is not in session when the

governor vetoes a bill, copies of the bill, together wiu
the reasons for the veto, may be delivered in a manner

authorized by the legislature to all legislators.

If two

thirds of the members of the legislature return the bill
with an affirmative voce attested by a notary public witr.li.

10 days, the bill shall become law.
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The governor may not have veto power over

resolutions, initiative and referendum measures, or

constitutional amendments.
Section 14.

Impeachment.

The legislature may impeach the governor, the heads

of principal departments, judicial officers and such

other officers of the state as may be made subject to

impeachment by law, by a two-thirds vote of all the
members, and shall provide by law procedures for the
trial and removal from office, after conviction, of

officers so impeached.

No officer shall be convicted

on impeachment by a vote of less than two-thirds cf
the members of the tribunal hearing the charges.

Section 15.
(1)

legislative Powers Reserved To The People.

The first power reserved by the people is the

initiative, that is, the power to propose laws to the

same extent as the legislature and enact them independent

of the legislature.

Eight per cent of the legal voters

of the state shall be required to propose any measure by
initiative petition; providing that one-fourth of the
whole number of senatorial districts of the state must
furnish as signers

of the legal voters in such districts.

Every initiative petition shall be filed with the Secretary

of State not less than four months before the election at

which it is to be voted upon.

-6-
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The second power reserved by the people is the

referendum, that is, the power to approve or reject

any act passed by the legislature.

A referendum may

be ordered either by petition, signed by 8% of the
legal voters of the state; providing that one fourth

of the whole number of senatorial districts of the state
furnish as signers of said petition 8% of the legal

voters in such districts, or, by the legislature as
other bills are enacted.

Referendum petitions shall be

filed with the Secretary of State not later than six
months after presentation of the bill on which the

referendum is demanded.
Initiative and referendum measures referred to the people

shall be voted upon at the next regular general election,
except when the legislature shall order a special election.
Measures referred to the people are in full force and

effect unless suspended by petitions signed by 15% of the
legal voters of the state; providing that one fourth of the

whole number of senatorial districts of the state furnish

as signers of said petition 15% of the legal voters in
such districts.

The measure suspended becomes operative

if approved by a majority of the legal voters at an
election.

The number of legal voters for each district and for the
state is determined by the votes cast for governor in the
last regular election preceding filing of petitions for
initiative and referendum measures.
r
i

-7-
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referendum shall not be used to make or repeal
appropriations or to enact local or special
legislation.

(3)

The third power reserved by the people is that

of participating in the legislative process.

Section 16.

(1)

Distri c t s and Apportionment.

For the purpose of electing

members of the legislature, the

state shall be divided into as

The state shall be divided

(1)

into as many senatorial districts

.

as there shall be members of the

many districts as there shall be

senate and each district shall

members of the legislature.

elect 1 senator.

Each

Each senate

legislative district shall consist

district shall also serve as a

of compact and contiguous territory

house district for rhe election of

and be so nearly equal in population

two

as is practicable.

representatives.

(2) members of the house of
Fach district

may be divided into single member

house districts as provided by law.
Every legislative district shall

consist of compact and contiguous

territory and be so nearly equal
in population as is practicable.
(2)

r?he Commission shall draw up a plan for

reapportioning and redistricting the state and submit
this plan to the legislature at the next session after

the Federal Census is made public.

If a plan is approved

by a majority of the legislature within 60 days it shall

become law.

If one is not approved, the legislature shall

-8-
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return the plan to the Commission with its
recommendations for change and the Commission shall
within thirty days cause the Secretary of State to

announce and publish its final plan in the manner
provided for acts of the legislature and shall have

the force of law upon such publications.

-9-

INITIATIVE AND REFERNDUM

1.

The people may propose and enact laws by initiative

and they may appro v e^o r^r^ej^g t^ Lgsl^ati^ze^ac^ by referendum.

2.

Law^may be initiated by the people on all matters

except appropriations and local and special legislation.

Initiative

petitions must be signed by 8 percent or more of the state's
legal voters, providing that 8 percent of the letgal voters in
each of one fourth of the legislative districts sign the petition.
The petitions must be filed with the secretary of state four
months or more before the election at which they will be voted

upon.
3.

All acts of the legislature are subject to referendum

unless they concern appropriations.

A referendum may be ordered

by the legislative assembly, or upon petitions signed by 8 percent

or more of the state's legal voters, providing that 8 uercent
of the legal voters in each of one fourth of the legislative

districts sign the petition.

Referendum petitions mast be filed

with the secretary of state no later than six months after passage o.: the

bill affected by the referendum.
4.

All measures referred to the people shall be voted

upon at the regular biennial election unless a special election
is ordered by the legislative assembly.
5.

Measures referred to the people are in full force and

effect unless suspended by petitions signed by fifteen percent

or more of the legal voters in one fourth of the state's legislative
districts.

state.

The petitieoa must be filed with the secretarv of

The measures suspended become operative if approved bv a

majority of the legal voters at an election.
6.

The number of legal voters for the state is determined

6.^ContJ) by the votes cast for governor in the regular
election immediately preceding filing of petitions for initiative
or referendum measures^

7.

The veto power of the governor shall not extend to

measures initiate

referred to the people.

REAPPQk: ONMENT AND KEDISTRTCTTNG COMMISSION
Before the adjournment of the legislative session preceding

the official report of the Federal Decennial census, and other
times as provided by law, a legislative redistricting and reapportion

ing commission shall be appointed in the following manners:

The

legislative leadership of any political party, holding at least
twenty

(20) per cent of the seats in the legislature shall appoint

two members to this commission.
their appointment,

Within thirty

(30) days after

these members shall select an additional member

who shall serve as chairman.

If these members shall not be able

to agree on the chairman, the Supreme Court shall appoint the

chairman.

No selection of a member of the commission shall be a

publicly elected official.

Any vacancy on the commission shall

be filled by the appointing authority.

The commission shall adopt

a redistricting plan only by a majority vote of its members.
LEGISLATIVE REDISTRICTING PROCEDURE

The commission on legislative redistrictin

shall by the

fifth day of the regular legislative session in which the redistricting

is to become effective, submit a plan to the legislature.
legislature approves the plan it shall become law.

If the

If the legislature does

not approve the plan within 60 days, or submit a plan of its

own, the commission plan shall be sent back to the commission with

recommendations of the legislature.

The commission shall consider

the recommendations and its final plan s tall become law.
The Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction, and if

the legislative plan shal1 be declared invalid the commission plan
shall become law.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
The State shall be divided into Congressional District-

the election of members of the United States House of represent.?, t
These districts shall be redrawn after each Federal Dccenni ■?

census.

The commission by redistricting shall submit a Con^'n.-^s

redistricting plan to the legislature by the fifth day of the
regular session in the year in which Congressional redistrict?

is to be effective.

The legislature shall enact either the

commission plan or a Congressional redistrictinc plan of its own.

-2-
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REAPPORTIONMENT

Section 16

Immediately upon enactment of this section and following
each Federal decennial census«there shall be a reanportionment
commission established by the^Leqis^lature in the following
mannert
The LcgitfTaElvosnST oF any political
partr^-he-ld-i ng at_lea*±. Xweirtv—(-2-0^—percent.-of the sea
iir--(-eaeh housei-Xbiearner
-alteratarveJ/fegi'sTature sha
se
each appoint (one)
-members to this commission.
T
members shall choose an additional member who shall
act as chairman.
If the members are unable to agree
on a chairman a majority of the Supreme Court shall appoint
the same.
No member of the Commission shall be an elected
official of the State of Montana.
Any vacancy on the Commission
shall be filled bv the appointing authority.
The commission
shall draw up a plan for reapportioning and redistricting
legislative and congressional districts and submit this plan
to the legislature at the next session after the Federal
decennial census figures are available.
Within 30 davs after
submission to it the legislature shall return the plan to
the commission with its recommendations for change and the
commission shall within thirty days thereafter file with
the Secretary of State its final plan and the same shall
become law.
The Supreme Court of Montana shall have original
jurisdiction to review Commission plais.
An action to review
a plan must be brought within sixty (60) days after it is
filed with the Secretary of State.
After enactment or a
valid plan this commission shall be dissolved.until the next
—oenous .

